2016 ANNUAL
PARISH REPORT

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 2016
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
These are exciting times for our parish! We
are blessed in many ways at St. Elizabeth
Seton. Our Gratitude to God and Spirit of
Stewardship is shown through a sharing
of Time and Talent that reflects a vibrant
life of faith. The year 2016 was filled with
dedication and purpose in our variety of
ministries, activities and outreach.
Our Gratitude to God and Spirit of
Stewardship is shown through your
generous sharing of hearts and lives that
go beyond the simple list of numbers
that are part of this report. This is a quick
snapshot of the ways that the Spirit is alive
and well and working in and through our
parish community at Seton. I am particularly
grateful for the continued support and
the variety of ways in which the Spirit of
Stewardship permits our parish to flourish
and help sustain individuals less fortunate
than ourselves. Seton does an outstanding
job of supporting those most in need in
our community through our tremendous
outreach, tithing program, and with our
needy fund.
Our Gratitude to God and Spirit of
Stewardship is shown through your
generous financial support as a testimony of
commitment to be a vibrant and welcoming
community. I am always amazed that Seton
is experienced as such a vibrant home for a
diverse family of faith that seeks to share the
presence of Christ in one another. Everything
we do in our liturgies, parish life, preschool
classes, faith formation programs and
outreach ministries contributes to our vision
to be the most welcoming parish.

It is awesome to witness the consistent
generosity of our parishioners as it is
expressed concretely in and through
our regular and extraordinary collections
throughout the year. Commitment to our
parish and its ministries is most evident in
that we not only reached our budgeted
amounts this past year, but exceeded them.
This enabled us to expand our many parish
ministries and necessary projects of upkeep
and maintenance. It is important to note
that you advanced to the challenge in 2016
and responded to the “Go Make Disciples”
offertory increase program. The 20%
increase in offertory collections has allowed
us to focus on our debt reduction and tend
to the requirements of the new Ministry
Wing facilities. Additional offertory increase
efforts will help to ensure our parish is
financially strong in the years ahead.
All the statistics in this report indicate
that our parish will continue to deepen
our commitment to be good and faithful
stewards. In Gratitude to God and in a
Spirit of Stewardship, I would encourage
each member of St. Elizabeth Seton to
seek opportunities to grow in the faith. The
world can be a complex and sometimes
dangerous place. Our faith gives us strength
and perspective when things seem to be out
of control. Together we are stronger and can
do more to advance God’s work in our parish
and our community.

Rev. Theodore D. Rothrock, V.F., Pastor
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“All the darkness in the world cannot extinguish the light of a single candle.”
-St. Francis



2016 Donations to Regular Offertory



























































   

  










































 















Average Weekly Gift by Number of Households

Greetings!

 and ministries offered here at St. Elizabeth Seton is
The number of organizations, programs
vast. Our ministries are flourishing as evidenced by the numbers in this report. Our liturgies are vibrant and
inviting. The parish staff works hard every day to develop and plan the finest programs that bring people
closer to Christ and to administer to the needs of the parish.

None of these would be possible without the generous stewardship of time, talent, and treasure given by
so many parishioners of the parish. The statistics given in this report give witness to that generosity, and to
your kindness. I hope that you will take advantage of the many opportunities for personal spiritual growth
and formation, outreach to those in need, community prayer, and worship.
With a renewed commitment and tremendous response to the “Go Make Disciples” program, we were
able to complete the year exceeding our budgeted income amount. This allowed the parish to have
a positive cash flow and finished $108,000 in the black for 2016. As our parish grows, one item that
continues to add to the expense side of operations is The Catholic Moment, Diocesan Newspaper,
subscriptions continue to rise. These subscriptions are required for all registered parishioners in the parish.
If parishioners don’t pay their subscription the parish must fulfill the balance. This year the net cost to
the parish was over $38K, so please make an effort to pay the subscription fees that have been raised to
$22.00 per parish family.
My appreciation to Father Ted and the members of the Finance Committee for their financial oversight
and due diligence toward fiscal responsibility and stewardship. All the indicators exhibit that you continue
to deepen your commitment as faithful Christian stewards. People’s lives are being changed every day at
our parish, and it’s all because of God and you! We are abundantly blessed here at Seton. God has been
extremely good to our parish and we have plenty of reasons to be grateful. Thank you for your spirit of
generosity and faith!
Pax Christi and Go Make Disciples!

Kevin Sweeney
Kevin Sweeney, Director of Parish Operations
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Liturgical Parish Stewardship
Parish stewardship is all about sharing your time, talent, and treasure with the Lord. Liturgically, all three
aspects are needed. Thank you to all who have volunteered their time and talent in liturgical ministries;
you help make our liturgies more prayerful. Your stewardship of treasure definitely helps our parish meet
our financial obligations such as paying the electricity bill, but you also provide food for the hungry and
other items related to the corporal works of mercy.
In addition, your financial contributions help us liturgically celebrate the sacraments. Your generosity helps
pay for the cost of our weekly worship aids, flowers, candles, incense, hosts, and wine. Your contributions
also help provide educational and spiritual materials for our liturgical ministers.
This year your monetary generosity has also allowed us to improve the Nave sound system by purchasing
more speakers which were placed strategically throughout the worship space. Also, the original 1985
light rack that operates all the light fixtures in the Nave was updated from a floppy disc to a hard drive
(remember floppies?).This will make the lighting system much more dependable.
Thank you for your stewardship; without your support, our parish would not be the same!

Charlie Dispenzieri

Charlie Dispenzieri, Director of Worship

For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink,
I was a stranger and you made me welcome, lacking clothes and you clothed me,
sick and you visited me, in prison and you came to see me." . . . And the King will
answer, "In truth I tell you, in so far as you did this to one of the least of these
brothers of mine, you did it to me."
— Matthew 25:35-36, 40


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Total  Bishops' Collections










$55,978.54

Each year U.S. Bishops
are obligated to
support a variety of
ministries and
organizations beyond a
parish’s own outreach
efforts. This support
is a concrete way to
participate in the
efforts of the universal
Church. These funds
are always distributed
in whole to the
recipient by way of the
Bishop’s office.

“It's such a blessing to be a part of youth sports here at Seton. Athletics is a great way for us to see how our
young utilize the gifts God has given them. Each athlete brings something unique to the team, providing us
with living examples of being one body with many parts.” ~- Jeff Hess, Seahawk Cross Country Coach

Seton Athletics
Seton Sports experienced another year of growth and firsts in 2016. We had approximately 350 youth
athletes participating in 12 Carmel Deanery and CYO sports. Our more than 70 adult volunteers coached
our youth in CYO Cross Country, CYO Girls High School Volleyball, Carmel Deanery Flag Football, CYO
Tackle Football, CYO Girls Basketball, CYO Boys 4th-8th Grade Basketball, Seton’s First CYO Girls High
School Basketball, CYO 4th-8th Grade Girls Volleyball, Carmel Deanery 1st-3rd Girls Basketball, Carmel
Deanery 1st-3rd Boys Basketball and Carmel Deanery 4 yr old-3rd Grade Soccer. Our Senior Boys CYO
Basketball team won the parish’s first tournament championship game with a 40-24 victory over Our Lady
of Lourdes.
“It's such a blessing to be a part of youth sports here at Seton. Athletics is a great way for us to see how our
young utilize the gifts God has given them. Each athlete brings something unique to the team, providing
us with living examples of being one body with many parts.” ~Jeff Hess, Seahawk Cross Country Coach
Our adult sports and fitness program also experienced growth as we added Young Adult Volleyball to
our growing list of activities. We currently have over 100 adults participating in Men’s Carmel Deanery
Softball League, Men’s Open Gym, Young Adult Basketball, Young Adult Volleyball, Soul Core and Silver
Linings Soul Core. We are looking forward to more growth in 2017 with the addition of PickleBall and
Young Adult Soccer.

2016 BY THE NUMBERS

2,249 18 4

REGISTERED FAMILIES

NEW FAMILIES

82

MINISTRIES AT SETON

2 NEW MINISTRIES STARTED
425 STUDENTS ENROLLED IN

229 REGISTERED PARTICIPANTS AT

6, 542 HOMEBOUND

FAITH FORMATION

WEEKLY RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
PARISHIONERS VISITS

42 AVERAGE NUMBER OF YOUTHS
PARTICIPATING IN SETON HALL

AWAKEN TO THE B.E.S.T.

2,019 PARTICIPANTS IN ADULT
75 MATTHEW BIBLE STUDY
89 YOUTH AND 20 ADULT VOLUNTEERS
AT SETON SUMMER SERIES

2,075 AVERAGE MASS ATTENDANCE
106 CHILDREN AND ADULTS CONFIRMED
60 HOURS PER WEEK OF

142 SETON SUMMER SERIES PARTICIPANTS
14 FAMILIES/INDIVIDUALS HELPED

132 COMMITTED EUCHARISTIC ADORERS

PRESCHOOL & KINDERGARTEN

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

271 KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
253 MEMBERS OF WOMEN’S CLUB
1,250 MEALS SERVED AT CAFÉ SETON
250 MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH

PARTICIPATING IN PROGRAMS/RETREATS

3,000 VOLUNTEER HOURS BY SETON
AT MERCIFUL HELP CENTER

12,500 POUNDS OF FOOD DONATED
VIA LOAVES & FISHES

85 VOLUNTEER CATECHISTS IN WEEKLY
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

256 PARTICIPANTS IN MIDDLE SCHOOL
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

WITH FINANCIAL AID

145 STUDENTS ENROLLED IN SETON
2,000 REDISCOVER JESUS BOOKS GIVEN
AWAY AT CHRISTMAS MASSES

79 FIRST RECONCILIATIONS
531 ADULTS PARTICIPATING IN SILVER LININGS
75 SILVER LININGS HOME VISITS
350 PARTICIPANTS IN ALL CYO SPORTS
75 ADULT VOLUNTEERS IN CYO SPORTS
115 ADULTS PARTICIPATING IN ADULT SPORTS
4,000 ATTENDEES AT SETONFEST IN 3 DAYS
668 VOLUNTEER SHIFTS AT SETONFEST
106 THANKSGIVING BASKETS DISTRIBUTED





Abbie Hunt Bryce Home


$1,793.52


$1,793.52

Aid to the Church in Need

$4,422.67

$4,422.67

Archdiocese of Indianapolis Prison Ministry

$4,581.97

$4,581.97

Birthright of Hamilton County

$2,060.48

$2,060.48

Brooke's Place

$2,132.13

$2,132.13

Chaucie's Place

$2,152.09

$2,152.09

Chosen Children

$4,066.32

$4,066.32

College Mentors for Kids

$2,132.13

$2,132.13

Commissariat of the Holy Land

$1,820.00

$1,820.00

Danny's Closet

$1,793.52

$1,793.52

Dayspring Center

$2,599.47

$2,599.47

Focolare Movement

$4,524.23

$4,524.23

$11,943.00

$12,827.17

Gennesaret Free Clinic

$5,261.72

$5,261.72

Good Samaritan Network of Hamilton County

$2,213.54

$2,213.54

$38,710.98

$26,250.00

$3,564.82

$3,564.82



Gabriel Project/Respect Life

Guerin Scholarship Fund
Guest House
Haiti

$102,673.62

$76,207.89

Hearts and Hands of Indiana

$2,599.47

$2,599.47

Hoosier Veterans' Assistance

$2,074.61

$2,074.61

Interfaith Hospitality Network

$4,088.07

$4,088.07

Janus Developmental Services

$4,500.62

$4,500.62

Joy's House

$2,074.61

$2,074.61

Julian Center for Battered Women

$2,074.16

$2,074.16

Little Sisters of the Poor

$8,192.00

$8,192.00

Loaves & Fishes/Merciful Help Center

$4,984.24

$4,984.24

Miracle Place

$1,607.20

$1,607.20

$102,167.72

$75,557.32

$4,014.06

$4,014.06

O'Connor House

$2,060.48

$2,060.48

Our Lady of Grace Monastery

$3,702.52

$3,702.52

Providence Cristo Rey High School

$1,607.20

$1,607.20

Rosaries for Soldiers

$2,050.00

$1,636.09

Safe Families for Children

$2,152.09

$2,152.09

Seeds of Hope

$2,074.16

$2,074.16

Society of St. Vincent De Paul

$3,592.62

$3,592.62

St. Luke Catholic Church  Kentucky

$2,650.18

$2,650.18

St. Martha Catholic Church  Kentucky

$7,066.10

$7,066.10

Needy Fund
Newman Centers
Purdue University Newman Center 

$1,338.02

Ball State University Newman Center  $1,338.02
Indiana University Newman Center 

The Lord's Pantry at Anna's House

$1,338.02

$15,494.73

$15,494.73

Third Phase

$2,213.54

$2,213.54

Trinity Free Clinic at OLMC

$4,023.89

$4,023.89

Village of Merici
Total  Tithing & Outreach Expenses

$4,111.32

$4,111.32





“Thank you to everyone
at SEAS
for being such a

huge
partner in helping

Anna’s
House serve families


in need.
You are such a

blessing”

– The Lord’s Pantry

at Anna’s House




“We
are just grateful to you
for 
your support of those we

serve.
Your gift helps give

survivors the hope they need

to heal,
overcome barriers

and sustain lives free from

violence. These gifts help

nurture new beginnings

for survivors!”

- The Julian Center




“How
can I begin to thank

you and your generous

parishioners…your help

has let her see the light in

the midst of darkness of

her
world. She now concretely
knows
what it means to

be loved.
”

- Birthright of Hamilton Cnty.




“The unselfish support your

congregation
has shown

Danny’s
Closet of Hope over

the
years, has allowed us to
bless hundreds of men.”
-Danny’s Closet of Hope

St. Elizabeth Seton Preschool began in 2005 with 39 children. Today, there are 130
children in 11 classes and another class will be added in the fall of 2016.

Religious Education and Youth Ministry Programs
The Religious Education and Youth Ministry programs of the parish reaches nearly 800 children
and teens in Preschool through Grade 12 with a focus on living out our parish mission statement
to “go make disciples of all nations; baptize them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit, and teach them to observe all the commands I gave you” Matthew 28:19-20.
Religious Education for Preschool meets on Sunday mornings during the 9:30 Mass. There are two
opportunities for Elementary Religious Education on Sunday mornings and one on Wednesday
afternoons. Middle School students have three opportunities for Seton Connect; Sunday mornings,
Sunday evenings, and Wednesday afternoons. High School students meet for Seton Hall on Sunday
evenings. The parish also offers opportunities for children with special needs. An individualized plan
can be discussed for each child.
In conjunction with the weekly Religious Education program, children are prepared for the
sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist for those who have reached the age of seven and
Confirmation for those who have reached the age of 13. In 2016, 79 children received their First
Reconciliation, 82 children received their First Communion, and 106 teens were confirmed.
The parish also offers summer opportunities for children in Preschool through High School
including the Seton Summer Series, Totus Tuus, One Bread One Cup at St. Meinrad, and various
service opportunities.
As the parish grows, enrollment in Religious Education continues to grow. To serve the needs of the
children of the parish, over 125 volunteer catechists are needed each year to offer their time and
talent to teach or aide in the classroom.

St. Elizabeth Seton Catholic Church
10655 Haverstick Road
Carmel, IN 46033
317-846-3850
www.seas-carmel.org

THANK
YOU.

